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How do I search for funding 
opportunities?



• Create a profile in SPIN (Sponsored Projects Information Network) 
though InfoEd

• Visit the Falvey Library Guide

• Grants.gov Basic Search

• Check sponsor websites and sign up for communications from sponsors

• Consult with your Mentor, Chair, and Dean!

• How are your Peers funded?

• Use Agency specific reporting sites

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES



Create a SPIN profile through 
InfoEd



SPIN at InfoEd
• Go to OG&C Website:
https://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/provost/research-
administration/grants-contracts.html

• Click on “Find Research Opportunities” on the left

• Click on “go to InfoEd” 

• Click on “CLIENT LOGIN TO: SPIN" 

• If you are logged into VU's web server, clicking SPIN will bring you to 
the SPIN grant search engine.

https://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/provost/research-administration/grants-contracts.html


SPIN SAMPLE
• In the search field, type ECONOMICS.  Click “Locate Funding”. 

• This will yield over 1,000 opportunities.  
• Scroll through the list to see the opportunities

• To add filters to the search criteria, under the search field, click on “Click here to edit 
them.”

• Click on Applicant Type
• Click the arrow next to Organization Applicant

• Academic or Educational Organization
• Higher Education
• College or University – move this to filter box

• Click “Save and Exit”

• Click “Back to Previous Page”
• Search results reduced to just over 700 opportunities.



SPIN SAMPLE - continued
• To add filters to the search criteria, under the search field, click on “Click here to edit 

them.”
• Click on Application Location
• Click the arrow next to Americas

• Northern America
• United States – move this to the filter box

• Click “Save and Exit”

• Click “Back to Previous Page”
• Search results reduced to just over 600 opportunities

• In the search field, type ECONOMICS and ENVIRONMENT.  Click “Locate Funding”. 
• Search results reduced to just over 200 opportunities















Visit the Falvey Library Guide:

Nonprofits and Philanthropies
https://library.villanova.edu/research/subject-guides/graduate-

business/nonprofits-and-philanthropies

https://library.villanova.edu/research/subject-guides/graduate-business/nonprofits-and-philanthropies










Grants.gov Basic Search







Check out the Grants Learning Center at Grants.gov!   



Check sponsor websites and sign 
up for communications from 

sponsors



SPONSORS
Sponsor and Funder websites offer a lot of helpful information about:

• Goals and specific funding priorities
• Eligibility criteria
• Opportunities to apply
• Due dates 
• Funding limits
• Guidelines and instructions
• Awards already made
• Contact information

All helpful information when narrowing your search! Contact 
sponsors to make sure your project aligns with their opportunities.

Search for specific sponsors, check out their websites, and sign up for 
their listservs.  



Some sponsors/funders have very general opportunities AND opportunities for 
a much more narrowly defined area.  When looking at sponsor websites look at 
both opportunities.  

For example:
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) have different types of opportunities:
• Requests for Applications (RFAs) 

• Solicit applications in a well-defined scientific area to accomplish 
specific program objectives

• Indicate the amount of set-aside funds and anticipated number of 
awards

• Program Announcements (PAs)
• Encourages applications for a new or ongoing extramural activity or 

program
• Formerly termed “unsolicited” applications
• PAS - PA with set-aside funds
• PAR - PA with special receipt, referral and/or review considerations

Your mentor, Chair, Dean can help you determine which might be the most 
appropriate.  Reaching out to the program officer is usually recommended, as 
well.



Here are some examples of specific funder websites and opportunities to sign 
up for regular communications:

• National Institutes of Health (NIH)
• electronic Research Administration (eRA) 

https://era.nih.gov/about_era/get_connected.cfm
• NIH Extramural Nexus listserv https://nexus.od.nih.gov/all/subscribe/
• Weekly NIH Funding Opportunities and Notices (Guide TOC – Table of Contents) 

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/listserv.htm

• National Science Foundation (NSF)
• https://service.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNSF/subscriber/new

• US Department of Agriculture
• https://www.nal.usda.gov/fnic/listservs-blogs-and-mobile-apps

• Environmental Protection Agency
• https://www.epa.gov/research-grants/research-grants-fellowship-and-sbir-listserv

https://era.nih.gov/about_era/get_connected.cfm
https://nexus.od.nih.gov/all/subscribe/
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/listserv.htm
https://service.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNSF/subscriber/new
https://www.nal.usda.gov/fnic/listservs-blogs-and-mobile-apps
https://www.epa.gov/research-grants/research-grants-fellowship-and-sbir-listserv


Talk to your Mentor, Chair, Dean, 
and Peers!

Check sponsor websites for their 
funding history!



University Leadership:
Schedule time to talk to your Mentor, Chair, and Dean.  They have a 
deeper understanding of your research interests and can guide you 
towards other resources.

These discussions will help investigators understand the 
department/college’s research vision and mission so that grant 
efforts are strategically aligned.

Searching your Peers’ Activity:
Identify your peers in your research area and find out how their 
activities are funded (see funding acknowledgements in publications 
and poster presentations). 

Agency and Sponsor Websites:
Some federal funding agencies have sites where you can search for 
your peers’ funded awards.









TIPS FROM THE PROS
• Invest the time into finding the right funding source and opportunity.  
• Do not artificially force your project/research into a funding opportunity.  

Make sure it is a good fit for the program objectives.
• More narrowly defined opportunities may be the better option, but make 

sure your project aligns with the opportunity.
• Follow the instructions!  Some proposals go through an administrative 

review before getting to the reviewers.  The proposal may be rejected if it 
does not conform to the instructions.

• When looking at funders’ websites, look at past awards/awardees to see 
what kinds of activities they support.

• A key collaboration may open additional funding opportunities for you.  
Engage your colleagues and collaborators EARLY!

• When reading peers’ publications, check the acknowledgment section.  
What funding supported this project?

• Look at peers’ websites.  What kind of funding do they get?



The Office of Grants & Contracts (OG&C)
Middleton Hall, 1st Floor

(610) 519-4220
ResAdmin@villanova.edu

Director Administrative Assistant II
Moira McAndrews Holli Moore
(610) 519-4220 (610) 519-4220
Moira.McAndrews@villanova.edu ResAdmin@villanova.edu

Associate Director, Grants and Contracts Associate Director, Research Outreach and Faculty Support
Allison Lam Martha O’Connor
(610) 519-4223 (610) 519-4243
Allison.Lam@villanova.edu Martha.OConnor@villanova.edu

Grants Specialist Senior Contracts Specialist
Candeth Washington Brett Regan
(610) 519-6126 (610) 519-6127
Candeth.Washington@villanova.edu Brett.Regan@villanova.edu
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